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Background: 

Following an invitation from the Eswatini Epilepsy Association, a visit to the Kingdom of 

Eswatini was undertaken for two important issues, namely the proposed establishment of 

an African Epilepsy Trust Fund (AETF) and to check on progress of the Africa Epilepsy 

Advocacy (AEA) Project. The IBE Vice President/AREC Chairperson, Mr. Action Amos 

and AREC Secretary Ms. Betty Barbara Nsachilwa arrived in Eswatini on 13th November, 

2019 and lodged at the Summerfield Resort.  The visit comprised discussions with His Royal 

Highness Prince Bandile, the Honourable Minister of Health, World Health Organization 

Country office, the Epilepsy Association of Eswatini and monitoring the Band funded 

project. 

Discussions: 

A. Day One - 14th November, 2019: 
1. Overview on Africa Epilepsy Trust Fund – Mr. Action Amos 

The Chairperson, Mr. Amos gave a summarized presentation on the AETF to members of 

the Eswatini Epilepsy Organization.  The presentation helped all present to know why a 

trust fund was essential, its structure, how it would be funded and the benefits of having 

such a fund for African Epilepsy Associations.  There was also need to consider the legal 

process for registration, leadership and location of a secretariat. It was also revealed that 

the fund was expected to raise a total sum of US Dollar 200,000 at its initial stage. The 

Patron would be the Patron of the Eswatini Epilepsy Organization, His Royal Highness 

Prince Bandile. A Board of Trustees would be appointed with two members of the AREC 

being part of the Board. The raised funds would be disbursed for critical issues under 

Education, Health and Economic Empowerment to African Epilepsy Associations in need. 

The following members of the Eswantini Epilepsy Organization were in attendance, Mr. 
Majahonkhe Mngometulu – Chairperson of the Board, Ms. Phindile M. Gamedze – Board 
Member, Mr. Mbusomuni Mahlalela – National Director EEO, Mr. Abraham Ntshalintshali 
– Member EEO, Mr. Mzwandile Dlamini – Corporate and Strategy Officer & AEA Liaison 
Officer, Mr. Nhlanhla Dlamini – Accounts Clerk. 

After the presentation and before the scheduled meeting with High Royal Highness the 

Prince, the team proofread the document and made necessary adjustments.  

2. Meeting at WHO Eswatini Office 

In the afternoon, the team proceeded to the World 

Health Organization for a meeting with Dr. Kevin 

Makadzange (HPR Officer). The meeting was 

mainly on the significance of the Advocacy project 

and appeal to WHO to assist to the Eswatini 

Epilepsy Organization complete the task leading 

to the formation of a National Action Plan on 

Epilepsy. The team also informed Dr. 

Makadzange of the proposed African Epilepsy 

Trust Fund (AETF) and requested that whenever 
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there was need to engage WHO, the AETF would contact the country office.   

Dr. Makadzange (third from left in the picture) 

commended the efforts made by the Eswatini 

Epilepsy Organization and informed all that WHO 

was well aware of the recommended actions 

following the WHA 68.20 Resolution of 2015.  

However, WHO Eswatini office would wait for the 

Ministry of Health response and action. As for any 

further information concerning the upcoming 73rd 

WHA scheduled for February, 2020, the Eswatini 

WHO Office would wait for instruction from the 

Regional Office.  All in all, the Country Office was 

in agreement that an Action Plan on Epilepsy was 

important to alleviate challenges faced by persons 

with epilepsy. 

3. Meeting with His Royal Highness Prince Bandile  

The team later had meeting with His Royal Highness Prince Bandile at the Royal Villas to 

give a brief overview on the AETF Concept Note.  Mr. Amos read presented cardinal parts 

of the Concept Note and emphasized on three areas of action, which were education, health 

and economic empowerment.  Proposed initial fund between 200,000 and 300,000 US 

Dollars. It was also proposed that Eswatini would host the Secretariat for the AETF as the 

Prince in earlier correspondence had agreed to champion the cause. 

Ms. Nsachilwa was also asked to elaborate on the significance of the Africa Epilepsy 

Advocacy Project (Utetezi). Ms. Nsachilwa explained that the project initiated to foresee the 

implementation of the WHO Resolution WHA 68.20 of 2015. His Royal Highness was 

informed that Eswatini was one of the selected countries to undertake the project in the 

first phase together with five other countries.  The next phase would see other countries 

selected to continue with the project.   

His Royal Highness was impressed with the work that had been done so far and revealed 

that he had been inspired by the recent established Malaria Trust Fund in the Kingdom of 

Eswatini.  His Royal Highness agreed to be the Patron of the AETF and also that as a 

country they would host the AETF.   His Highness was gladdened that five of the six selected 

countries to implement the Advocacy Project were situated in the Southern Region and 

members of the Southern African Development Community (SADC), another important 

Organ where the topic of Epilepsy should be on the agenda. He emphasized the need to 

have Epilepsy be highlighted at SADC level. 

The meeting then agreed to take the following steps: 

1. To look into issues of legal procedures to have the AETF registered  

2. Come up with a Constitution 

3. Establish AETF Secretariat in Eswatini 

4. To propose names for the Board of Trustees 

5. Consider would-be sponsors  
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6. To visit the Honourable Minister of Health to discuss both the AETF and Advocacy 

Project 

 

B. Day Two – 15th November, 2019 

 

1. Live Broadcast Interview on Eswatini Television 

 

Mr. Amos and Ms. Nsachilwa were interviewed on a morning show at the Eswatini 

National Broadcasting station.  The show revealed challenges of having epilepsy and 

what actions had been done so far to alleviate the suffering of persons with epilepsy.  

The Chairperson also revealed the proposed establishment of the AETF to resolve 

challenges faced by people with epilepsy in Africa and encouraged the formation of 

National Action Plans on epilepsy as a stepping stone to successful quality health 

care. 

 

2. Monitoring Band Funded Project – (separate report) 

 

3. Meeting at Eswatini Ministry of Health 

 

The team was privileged to have a 

meeting with the Hon. Minister of 

Health - Senator Lizzie F. Nkosi, 

Principal Secretary – Dr. Simon M. 

Zwane and Director, Dr. Magagula 

and His Royal Highness who 

joined the meeting later. The 

meeting was informed that the 

visitors were representing 

International Bureau for Epilepsy 

(IBE) through the Africa Regional 

Executive Committee and visiting 

Eswatini to propose the 

establishment of a Trust Fund 

and to check the progress on the 

implementation of the Resolution 

of WHA 68.20 of 2015.  

 

The Honourable Minister wished to know who the funders were of the work done by 

AREC and if it was it enough.  On advocacy and the AETF, was there any seed money 

or any other funding for the Trust Fund, how would contributions be made to the 

AETF, how does IBE/AREC relate with the AU and other organs on the continent.  

The Honourable Minister also wanted to know why Eswatini with a small economy 

was chosen to hold the AETF Secretariat.  She considered that the Patron could be 

a Patron even with the office elsewhere but still accomplish his role. Also the 

mandate to establish such a fund takes long to be achieved, giving an example of the 

challenges experienced concerning the establishment of the Malaria Trust Fund. 
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The IBE Africa Vice President Mr. Amos explained the position of IBE AREC, number 

of members and it functions.  He also assured the Honourable Minister of the source 

funding for the Advocacy project and 

that the proposed AETF would raise 

its seed money through pledges, 

fundraising and donations from well-

wishers. The meeting was also 

informed that Chapters under IBE or 

ILAE were not funded regularly but 

are assisted with minimum grants for 

a proposed project. The political will 

and passion were motivating factors 

to choosing Eswatini to hold the 

secretariat and most of all the 

proposal came from His Royal 

Highness who wished Africa to have 

such an organization.   

 

When His Royal Highness joined the meeting, Hon. Minister Nkosi briefed him of 

what had been discussed earlier. The AREC Chairperson and Secretary were given a 

chance to talk about other issues too and the following issues were raised:  

Inadequate supply of anti-epilepsy medication, improvement in collection of 

statistics on epilepsy, the Ministry to support the Eswatini Epilepsy Organization 

(EEO) to work with other stakeholders in coming up with a National Action Plan and 

an appeal to have one of the EEO members accompany the Ministry of Health to the 

World Health Assembly (WHA) in 2020.   

 

The meeting agreed on the following: 

1. His Royal Highness to be the Patron of the AETF and having a Secretariat in 

Eswatini.  

2. Agreed to the sponsorship of one of the members of the EEO to attend the WHA 

in February 2020, however considering that the meeting was highly technical and 

the Ministry does not use any of its funds but WHO gives full sponsorship to 

officers at the Ministry. It was, therefore, decided that the Ministry of Health 

would only give credentials of the person nominated but sponsorship should be 

obtained from either IBE or any other source for the person to attend the WHA. 

3. The Ministry to work in collaboration with the EEO to accomplish the Advocacy 

Project, though there were some limitations as to how far they would go. 

4. The appointment of a Focal Point Person to work with the EEO. 
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3. Visit to the Eswatini Epilepsy Organization Office 

High Royal Highness invited the 

team to visit the EEO office for a 

review on the discussions that 

had been held so far. The 

Chairperson explained that the 

discussions showed a positive 

outcome and the next steps were 

agreed as follows; 

a) Draft the Constitution in 

consultation with AREC and 

IBE legal teams 

b) Appointment of Trustees by 

the Patron in consultation with 

the IBE Vice President 

c) Registration of the Trustee 

d) Launch  

 

 

 

 

5. Eswatini Radio Interview 

 

The Live Radio interview with the ‘White 

Hippo’ (nickname for the interviewer – 

second from left in picture) was organized 

by Mr. Mzwandile B. Dlamini, Corporate 

Strategy Officer and Liaison Officer for the 

EEO Advocacy Project. The interviewees were 

Mr. Action Amos, Ms. Betty B. Nsachilwa and 

Mr. Mbusomuni Mahlalela National Director.  

 

The interview addressed issues on causes of 

epilepsy, action to raise epilepsy to an 

understandable platform, the Advocacy 

Project and the AETF. 
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Conclusion: 

The visit to Kingdom of Eswatini was fruitful, considering that the visits to the intended 

offices were fulfilled and the message conveyed as planned.  The African Epilepsy Trust 

Fund concept was adopted and a Constitution write up to ensure the legal process 

commences. 

Eswatini Epilepsy Organization was advised to create the demand by mobilizing persons 

with epilepsy into support groups and advocate both at grass root and national level. 

Members of the Eswatini Epilepsy 

Organization were advised to take 

up their role as initiator to 

oversee a successful stakeholder 

consultative platform for the 

Advocacy Project and ensure 

feedback to the Ministry of Health 

especially the Office of the Hon. 

Minister who is interested in 

seeing positive results.  The 

Principal Secretary was also 

ready to work with team through 

the Director assigned to work 

closely with the epilepsy support 

group.  The Eswatini Epilepsy 

Organization would present their 

proposed National Action Plan 

during a Workshop to be held 

with stakeholders. 

The trip was worth it as the 

intended purpose to announce 

the establishment of the African 

Epilepsy Trust Fund was 

accomplished and also to check 

on how far the Eswatini Epilepsy 

Organization was doing with 

regard to the Utetezi Project. On 

the advocacy issues, the Liaison 

Officer still needs to learn more 

about epilepsy in order to give correct information to the public and the Organization to 

explain clearly their laid down procedure on how they will carry out the awareness 

programme. There is need for continued guidance and monitoring to ensure a well-

recognized program on epilepsy based on partnership with other stakeholders. 

 

Compiled by: Betty Barbara Nsachilwa 
   AREC Secretary   


