
 

 

SPEECH BY THE PATRON OF ESWATINI EPILEPSY ORGANIZATION-HIS ROYAL 

HIGHNESS PRINCE BANDZILE 

A CALL TO THE GLOBAL RULING ELITE 

President of ILAE,  

President of IBE,  

Members of the Organizing Committee,  

Ladies and Gentlemen 

All Protocol observed, I greet you all 

 

Allow me ladies and gentleman to begin my speech with the quote,  

“If it is not us, who shall? 

The God of the Universe or should I say Elohim created the heaven and the earth, forgive me if 

you don’t believe in God. I have noted over the years how one element of nature complements 

another and I said to myself “what a master craftsman God is”. I have watched in excitement the 

sun setting in the west and rising in the east, the dog bucking still, and doing exactly what it was 

created to do.  

However, I watch in dismay though the disparities and divisions mankind have created amongst 

themselves. I believe in the equality of all people, the young and old, rich and poor, male and 

female, the able and the disabled, urban and rural. I had a deep thought on how we can 

complement the continent as a whole to attain life in its fullness for people with epilepsy 

particularly in Africa where there is rampant poverty, political strife, drought, poor medical 

facilities, deprivation, hunger, squalor, crime, underdevelopment and a multiplicity of social ills. 

It is disheartening to learn about the statistics of epilepsy, with 50 million globally affected with 

a fair share of the figure 10 million coming from Africa, with 3, 3 million having epilepsy, 75 in 

100 people not on treatment in Africa, 75% of which are rural dwellers, 75 in 100 have incorrect 

information and misconceptions about epilepsy, 75 in 100 being stigmatized and excluded from 

education, training, employment and social mainstream. 75 in a 100 having no access to health 

services and if they do false cultural beliefs stand on their way to treatment. With hundreds 

experiencing, sexual violence and their cases never seeing the light of the day in court since they 

would have forgotten about the rape and evidence inadequate to prosecute. Hundreds suffer  



 

 

domestic violence as they do not attend school; they stay at home to be servants of the able 

bodied, yet cheap and affordable treatment can eliminate 75% of the seizures for fulfillment of 

life. 

 Then another major question again, “If we cannot do it for them, who shall”? 

It is for these reasons that I took a position to support people with epilepsy in my country, the 

Kingdom of eSwatini. It is for that reason today that I would like to cordially ask all of us here to 

come together and spread our wings and extend the help that we afford our fellow countrymen. 

My plea is that we try to afford help out of our territory and help others beyond our borders, 

towards the whole of Africa and the rest of the world. I re-affirm my stance to stick with the, 

needy in the continent of Africa especially those with epilepsy. I might not have the resources to 

make this possible, but together with one common goal, we as the world can do it. I will devote 

my strength, energy and networks towards the establishment of what we may call, the 

“EPILEPSY AFRICA FUND”.  

The above-mentioned Fund will assist try and alleviate the great risk of premature deaths, causes 

of the treatment gap, stigma and discrimination in the workplace, family, schools and other 

social standing, to name but a few. 

This is the fund through which people with epilepsy in Africa can access treatment and other 

requisite social products. However, this will be possible if we come together for this common 

goal because, “if we can’t do it, who shall”. I am looking forward towards working with the 

secretariat of the International Bureau of Epilepsy in all regions, in identifying the individuals, 

groups, institutions which are responsible for setting the global political, social and economic 

agenda so they put epilepsy as a priority in their agenda setting. 

 I am calling for all the Kingdoms of the world, Republics to support this endeavor. This is a 

time to unite and fight epilepsy the silent killer. I call upon all Kings and Presidents of Africa, 

First Ladies, Princes, Princesses, traditional authorities and local governments to formulate an 

alliance to fight epilepsy. It is a fact that these respected individuals and groups are responsible 

for the distribution of social products hence we urge you to priorities epilepsy. 

We also appeal for help from the richest, individuals and families, clans and the global trust 

fund. We are also calling for the Chief Executive Officers of the biggest and small transnational 

corporations and the biggest financial players to lend a helping hand. 

We are also calling for the top international politicians, advisors, top military personnel and 

supranational bodies to join hands. Let us stop strife in Africa and channel resources towards 

making the lives of those who live in Africa better.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 “Together, we can, if we can’t who will do it for us”. I dream of an Africa where all people live 

in harmony, free from disease, scourge and other social ills.  

I have learnt in delight that the Kingdom of eSwatini is one of the countries where a pilot project 

to prioritize epilepsy is being implemented, we are very thankful to the BAND foundation for 

that kind gesture, and the tele EEG organization, we are looking further across the globe for 

assistance towards the mission, “Making Epilepsy a National Priority in Africa”. 

I might not be the master craftsman of the plan to formulate the, “EPILEPSY AFRICA FUND”, 

but in this forum I believe, I have triggered your thoughts that will get it underway. We are very 

thankful to the organizers of this event who have worked tirelessly in making it a success.  

Ladies and Gentlemen with those words I thank you 

God Bless 

 

 

 

 

 


